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Introduction

• Brain Info / Info Cerveau is a graduate student
run, Montreal based bilingual (English and
French) science communication initiative.

• Brain Info started in November 2020, under the
guidance of Dr. Reza Farivar, the director of the
Integrated Program in Neuroscience at McGill
University.

 The mission of Brain Info is:

“To࣯increase࣯availability of accessible, reliable 
information about current neuroscience knowledge 
and research by࣯providing࣯informed answers 
in࣯response࣯to the࣯public community’s࣯questions.”
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Response 
template

Volunteer
Name (first and/or last), position at IPN 
Question
Copy from Teams, also copy the “why are you asking” if relevant
Response 
General Structure:

 Background
 Relevant findings in research

 The take-aways
 Significance 
 Limitations
 Addressing common misinformation
 Social contexts (may go under additional resources, link to blog)
 Overall interpretation
 Future directions
 Consider emphasizing important terms
 Cite any primary sources you use1

1. Yu, W., Uzun, Y., Zhu, Q., Chen, C. & Tan, K. scATAC-pro: a comprehensive workbench for single-cell chromatin 
accessibility sequencing data. Genome Biology 21, 94 (2020).

Additional Resources
Remove this row if the client doesn’t ask for resources



Answering 
guidelines

 Suggested length:
 low complexity, short length one paragraph
 low complexity, long length one page

 medium complexity, short length one page
 medium complexity, long length 1.5 pages

 high complexity, short length one page
 high complexity, long length two pages

Deadlines:
 low complexity, short length one week
 low complexity, long length two weeks

 medium complexity, short length two weeks
 medium complexity, long length three weeks

 high complexity, short length four weeks
 high complexity, long length six weeks
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answer
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Performance & 
growth
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How satisfied are you with the response
format?
How well did we address your question?

47 questions 
submitted 34 English 13 French 250+ social media

reach



Future 
directions

Short term goals:

• Increase our reach, through social media and
word-of-mouth

• Increase our capacity to answer questions,
especially French language questions, by
recruiting more volunteers

• Improve our archiving capability to create a
searchable database of previous answers



Future 
directions

Long term goals:

• Support other formats for question
submission and for providing answers

• Partner with other science communication
initiatives

• Provide more structured training for
volunteers

• Expand beyond McGill University and
Montreal
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Contact

www.braininfocerveau.ca / 

braininfo@mcgill.ca

www.facebook.com/braininfocerveau

@braininfocerveau

@infocerveau


